
President’s Message

As we step into the light at the end of the dark pandemic tunnel, it is tempting to avoid
looking back and focus solely on the illumination ahead that comes with the long-awaited
return to in-person teaching and learning for fall 2021.

To be clear, I am all for enjoying the warm glow of that fast-approaching light, but not
without recognizing the perseverant success of so many Titans who have served as
bright spots during one of the most challenging times in our history — not by waiting for
the light at the end of the tunnel, but by creating their own light in the midst of darker
times and inviting all of us to bask in its warmth.

With that in mind, we at Cal State Fullerton have spent the past few months recognizing
and applauding many Titans who fit this laudable description through a variety of events
and programs, including our annual faculty awards and the University Awards Program,
while concurrently preparing for the biggest celebration of Titan perseverance and
success of the academic year — our 2021 commencement ceremonies.

Titan magazine and its outstanding staff (who pivoted to produce the first, award-winning
digital issue of this publication last spring) now add to this practice by sharing the
inspirational work of a handful of Titans who spent the last several months persevering
and succeeding beyond measure — from the Brar brothers’ achievements through the
Male Success Initiative-Fullerton, and our linguistic faculty members preserving
endangered languages, to alumna Cristina Jones transforming lives as an advocate for
artists with disabilities, and alumna Lauren DuCharme’s role in the Mars Perseverance
rover mission as a NASA/JPL systems flight engineer.

Indeed, these Titans personify the theme of our first-ever comprehensive philanthropic
campaign, underscoring what it takes to illuminate the world — even in the most
challenging of times.

It takes high-impact educational practices.

It takes faculty, staff and students committed to equity, inclusion and social justice.

It takes alumni committed to both changing our world and exploring new ones.
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In other words, It Takes a Titan. Every faculty, staff, student and alumni highlighted in this
issue of Titan magazine gives us reason to celebrate our immediate past — as we look to
an even brighter future.

Sincerely,

Fram Virjee
Framroze M. Virjee, JD
President
California State University, Fullerton

Titan Magazine: Spring/Summer 2021 2


